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Vcnerable Soutlrern rock outfit Drive-Bl Ti-uckers just

polished olf a solicl dccadc. Thev jump-startecl their
dependabilitv rating right out ofthe gates rvith 200I's
impressir.e, career-catapulting double Lf; Soutiern RocA ()pcro

And in 2008, the Athens, Georgia, six-piece charmcd our pants ofTxith thc

countrv jukebox ioint Bri1lhter Than Creation's Dori. In bctnccn, their snt'at-

soakcd and bccr-battered tableaus of "the dualitr of the Southcrn thing" shook

ofTsomc ofthe dust accurnulating on the concept ofa depc'ndable rock group.

Bcaring .rll th.rt in mind, you can e\cusr- lcad songrvriters Patterson Hood, Mikc

Coolcv and Shonn.r Tlcker fbr resting on their laurels ivith tht'ir t'ightlr album,

The Bill To-Do. Farniliarities asirle, the bifurcated storvtclling duo of Hood and

Coolev dip their tocs into modc'rn-day barstool talcs for thc flrst time. Tircker's

contributions-Particularly the Iovelorn ballad "You Got An()thcr"-arc
rvclcome dir.ergc'nces lrom old schcma. Hoocl's Springsteenian blue-collar
anthcms ("This FuckingJob," "Santa Fe") go dorvn like a flne bottle of

Jack and Cooley's mirthlul "Birthdal'loy" lnd hillbillv trvo-stcppcr "Get
Dolvntos,n" reticently echo the sullied character melodramas of past ef'forts.

The Big To-Do's melodies mav be *orkman-like at times, but flair uas alrravs for
the flamc-outs. KYLE LEMMON


